
"You Taught Me Language"

The Tempest

Assign roles and read the passage below out loud. Pay particular 
attention to the emotional development of the characters in this 
extract: are there moments when the mood changes, or when things 
become more heated?



The Tempest



A blessing:

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

the white things one can see in the 
sky during the day

the tiny lights in the sky at night

the lesser light that burns by nightthe bigger light, that burns by day

Discuss within your group how and why Prospero and Miranda 
teaching Caliban to speak their language turned from an act of 
charity or civilisation to oppression? 

Do you think there might have been a way to avoid this escalation of 
the conflict? 

Why did you think Caliban did not teach Miranda and Prospero his 
language?

Team up with a student who speaks a different language to you and Team up with a student who speaks a different language to you and 
learn some of the words Caliban learned from Miranda in their 
language. Finish this by learning a blessing rather than a curse in your 
new language.

The Tempest
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